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HINCHEY RESTORES FUNDING FOR VITAL 

AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS 
 
WASHINGTON - U.S. Representative Maurice Hinchey (D-NY) on Wednesday succeeded in 
restoring and increasing federal funding for important agricultural research programs that 
are conducted at U.S. Department of Agriculture experiment stations in New York and at 
Cornell University in Ithaca. The Bush Administration had eliminated this funding in its 
budget request for the USDA. As a member of the Agriculture Subcommittee of the House 
Appropriations Committee, Hinchey was able to restore and increase the funding as the 
subcommittee passed its version of the USDA's budget on Wednesday. 
 
"I strongly disagreed with President Bush's decision to redirect funding from ongoing 
research initiatives," said Hinchey. "These initiatives are vital to the interests of American 
agriculture and should not be terminated. I was very pleased to get this funding restored." 
 
The Agriculture Subcommittee is one of the Appropriations Committee's thirteen 
subcommittees, each of which is responsible for drafting a different portion of the federal 
budget for the next fiscal year. The Agriculture appropriations bill will next be considered by 
the entire Appropriations Committee, which will likely vote on it next week. 
 
Hinchey secured increases totaling $9.55 million above Fiscal Year 2001 levels for Agricultural 
Research Service (ARS) programs that are conducted at ARS experiment stations in Ithaca and 
Geneva, New York. Cornell researchers often work in collaboration on these programs. All of 
these programs had been eliminated by the Bush Administration's budget request.  
 
The administration had also proposed severe cuts in the segment of the Agriculture budget for 
the Cooperative State Research, Education and Extension Service (CSREES), which funds basic 
research and education at land grant universities like Cornell. Hinchey succeeded in securing 
increases totaling nearly $7 million for special research grants at Cornell in the CSREES budget. 
 
In the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) section of the budget, Hinchey 
secured an additional $400,000 for Golden Nematode control efforts in New York and $16 
million to control rabies in wild animals. Scientists at Cornell contribute to both of these 
programs. 
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